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A US Supreme Court ruling handed down on June 15 indicated that federal agents can kidnap
foreign criminal suspects in another country and bring them by force to the US to stand trial. At
the urging of the Bush administration, in a 6 to 3 vote, the court reversed a ruling by the 9th US
Circuit Court of Appeals that such an action is illegal. The ruling came in connection with the case
of suspects in the 1985 torture and murder in Mexico of US Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA) agent Enrique Camarena. Trial for one of the suspects, Dr. Humberto Alvarez Machain, is
tentatively set to begin August 25. Alvarez Machain was kidnapped in Mexico in April 1990 by DEAcontracted bounty hunters and brought to the US where he has since been held in detention. The
Mexican government has repeatedly protested the Alvarez Machain abduction as a violation of
the US-Mexico bilateral extradition treaty and called for the US to return him to Mexico in order
to stand trial there. Reactions in Central America to the Supreme Court decision are summarized
below: Spokespersons for the Salvadoran lawyers association said that the organization would file
a suit in the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in the Hague seeking impeachment of the nine US
Supreme Court justices. Salvador Nelson Garcia, of the Salvadoran Lawyers Association, added
that the group planned to request a formal pronouncement from the United Nations condemning
the ruling. Salvadoran authorities stated that the laws of their country do not allow for extradition
of Salvadoran citizens and require that all judicial proceedings regarding crimes comitted in
Salvadoran territory take place within the country. Honduran Judge Rigoberto Espinal Irias said
that the verdict transcends and violates fundamental principles of international law. Costa Rican
Interior Minister Luis Fishman commented, "No matter how you look at it, [the ruling] is illegal
and violates international law." Costa Rican Justice Minister Elizabeth Odio said that the Supreme
Court ruling undermines the very concept of the rule of law. Guatemalan Foreign Minister Gonzalo
Menendez Park said that the Guatemalan government absolutely rejected the Supreme Court
ruling which "legalizes arrests above and beyond existing extradition treaties [and] violates the
sovereignty of nations." He said that the Guatemalan government would not permit DEA agents
to detain or arrest persons for committing crimes in Guatemala. "We cannot permit these kinds of
activities in Guatemala where we have our own laws which govern" what takes place in our own
territory, he said. Menendez Park said that Guatemala would join the other nations of the region
in implementing whatever actions were necessary to prevent DEA agents from carrying out illegal
actions in their countries. In comments to reporters, Nicaraguan Foreign Minister Ernesto Leal
referred to the ruling as "completely inadmissible." He continued, "The ruling fails to recognize
the most basic principle of international law and respect for sovereignty and furthermore sets a
principle of extraterritoriality that Nicaragua does not accept." According to Leal, no Nicaraguan
citizen can be extradited from Nicaraguan territory to any other country. He said that bilateral
extradition treaties with the US applied only to citizens of third countries. According to former
Nicaraguan president Daniel Ortega, the ruling falls within the new world order imposed by the US
and represents a "threat because it is an attempt to legitimize a policy of international kidnapping."
Panamanian Foreign Minister Julio Linares denounced the ruling as "an act of aggression against
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national sovereignty." On June 23, the Nicaraguan Foreign Ministry released a statement indicating
that it had requested that the US repatriate Nicaraguan national Douglas Gadea. Gadea was
adbucted in Guatemala and taken to the US by DEA agents in September 1991 [see CAU, 11/29/91].
According to the statement, the government is requesting that Gadea be repatriated so that he can
be tried in Nicaragua. The Nicaraguan government does not recognize US jurisdiction in the case
and disapproves of "whatever illegal actions are taken to transfer Nicaraguan nationals from a third
country to US soil for in order to be tried there," said the statement. The Foreign Ministry added
that it considered the response given to date by Guatemala regarding the abduction of Gadea as
unacceptable. The statement said that the Guatemalan government had thus far been unable to
prove that Gadea left the country in a legal fashion and of his own will. The Panamanian Interior
Ministry released a statement asserting that foreign agents would not be permitted to make arrests
on Panamanian soil and then extradite suspects for trial outside the country. The statement said that
Panamanians suspected of committing criminal offenses "must be investigated and tried at the local
level," in accordance with the nation's laws. (Basic data from Agencia Centroamericana de NoticiasSpanish news service EFE, 06/16/92, 06/17/92, 06/23/92; Agence France-Presse, 06/16/92, 06/23/92;
Notimex, 06/16/92, 06/17/92; Inter Press Service, 06/23/92)
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